
 

 

Dear Mesa Families, 

 

We hope that all of you have had a relaxing and enjoyable summer the best you were able to considering 

where we are in the world! It is our pleasure to welcome you to the start of the 2020-2021 school year! The 

summer has been a very busy time for everyone associated with the middle school. We know that all of these 

things will serve as the ingredients for an exciting and dynamic school year. We cannot wait to welcome you 

back to school! 

I like to share this message each year: 

To Our Mesa Parents who entrust your children to the faculty and staff of MMS, day in and day out, we 

pledge our commitment to helping you pursue our common goal: helping your child achieve his/her personal 

best. To maximize our educational program, it is optimal to maintain trust, respect, and two-way 

communication. Together, we must work as partners. 

  

Our collective Mesa Middle School commitment to meeting the needs of the young adolescent student 

ensures that your child is in great hands and will have as positive a school experience as possible. Please 

understand, as the natural developmental characteristics of the young adolescent suggest, your child will face 

challenges as he/she grows during the “tween” years. Please remember, disappointments are not disasters. 

People often grow best through making “human” mistakes and coming up just short on an initial try. While it 

is our natural instinct as parents and caring adults to want to shelter and deflect children from disappointment, 

our children’s future successes are often determined by how much “second” effort, perseverance, and 

resiliency are developed through the formative adolescent years. 

  

Within our educational program, we seek to challenge all children to “stretch” themselves to learn and grow, 

but also provide necessary support and nurturance critical to young adolescent success. We are an extension 

of you and strive to support you in terms of your goals for your child.   

  

To Our Mesa Students, the middle school years are both challenging and energizing. Your teachers, 

counselors, support staff, and administrators at MMS believe in your potential and are committed to helping 

you grow, become smarter, and to prepare you for present and future success. We value and will praise you 

when you exert great effort, take on challenges, and persevere. Working hard to learn new things makes you 

smarter. It makes your brain grow new connections. Be willing to ask questions and work hard to seek 

answers. Be willing to step out of your comfort zone to try something new. Sometimes we learn the most 

from missteps. Quite simply, it is often how you respond that truly counts. Mesa Middle School is a place 

where we want to truly help all students develop positively in the intellectual, social, emotional, physical, and 

ethical growth areas. We look forward to a great year ahead! 

 

In order to maintain safety during this pandemic, the Mesa staff and the Douglas County School District have 

collaborated to make sure that students and staff enter a safe environment. This plan is flexible and fluid and 

subject to change as guidelines change.  
 

Please review some best practices and guidelines that we will be implementing for keeping our school 

community safe. 

 



Thank you for your support as we open safely this school year.  

 

In partnership, 

Mesa Leadership Team 

General Guidelines for Students and Parents 

 

Students: 
 Students will have temperature and symptom 

checks at home each morning before arriving at 

school. 

 All students are required to wear a mask 

(provided by parents) that covers the nose and 

wraps under the chin. The only exception is 

when students are outside for PE class and 

socially distanced. Extra masks will be 

available if a student forgets.    

 Students will be in team cohorts. 

 Students will sanitize hands throughout the 

day. 

 No assemblies, performances, field studies, or 

other all-school gatherings. 

 Students will be encouraged to bring their own 

water bottles (water fountains will be turned 

off, but we are looking at water bottle filling 

stations). 

 Students are highly encouraged to bring a 

backpack to store all of their materials.   

Parents/Guardians/Visitors: 
 All parent meetings will be held virtually 

or by phone unless approved by an 

administrator. 

 No visitors or volunteers until guidelines 

change. 

 We ask that you only drop off/pick up 

necessary items as we will not be allowing 

parents into the building except for 

emergencies. 

 Increased sanitation supplies throughout 

common areas and classrooms. 

 There will be a specific location in the 

school to immediately isolate any students 

or staff experiencing COVID symptoms 

until they are able to leave the building. 

 

 

Arrival & Dismissal 

Arrival to School 
 The building will open at 6:50 AM each morning.  

 Students who arrive between the time of 6:50 - 7:15, will enter the front of the building and will be 

seated at tables by cohort/teams in the commons.  This is when and where students can purchase and 

eat breakfast.  Students will be dismissed to 1st period at 7:15. 

 If a student arrives from 7:15-7:25, they will be able to enter the building via the entrance closest to 

their 1st period class.  

 After 7:25, students will need to enter the front of the building. 

 We ask that students bring a copy of their latest schedule from Infinite Campus. We will also have this 

information available if needed.    

  
 

Dismissal from School 
 Students will have a staggered release by class.  

 Students in pod areas will exit the pod doors.  

 Main area classrooms will be released out the nearest exit.  

 There will be no clubs or activities before or after school until further notice. Athletics will run in 

conjunction with CHSAA guidelines.  



The Classroom 

Schedules:  
 Once the A/B schedules/cohorts are determined by our district, we will be sending out communication 

on how to look up schedules in Infinite Campus.  

 Student schedules will be passed out on the first day of school in 1st period during orientation.  

 

Common Areas: 
 Transitions: All students will walk on the right side of the hallways.  
 If entering or leaving a team area, students will wash hands or use hand sanitizer.  

 

Core Classes:  

 Distancing: During student’s core classes, they will only be with other students from that 

team.  Students will be seated 6 feet apart in all classrooms either at desks or tables.  
 Sanitization: When a student leaves the team area to go to electives, lunch or wellness, students will 

be asked to use hand sanitizer or wash their hands.  
 Technology: During orientation week, we will determine our computer use protocol.  Teachers will 

survey students to see if they have a device that they can bring to school and use at home.  If a student 

does bring their own device we will have limited technology support available for personally owned 

devices.  
 

Elective Classes:  
 Cohorting: In all elective classes, students will be seated next to other students from their same team 

and seats will be assigned by the teacher.  Social Distancing will be implemented.   
 Disinfecting:  There will be additional disinfecting of areas including high touch points during the 

course of the day.   
 

PE/Conditioning and Wellness:  
 PE Lockers: As of now, students will need to carry all PE clothes in their backpacks.  Students will 

change clothes in the locker room in staggered groups.   

Lunch 

Schedule:  
 Each lunch will have two cohorts. Students will be separated by team/cohort for lunch on separate 

sides of the cafeteria.   

 If a student is purchasing lunch, there will be two separate lines; one for each cohort  

  

Seating:  

 Students will be seated during lunch so that we can honor the social distancing guideline.   

 Students will see assigned areas for their specific team on the table. Students will not be allowed to 

sit with students from other teams.  
 

Purchased Lunch/Masks:  
 The lunch will be grab and go style. Students will have a mask on until they sit at their table and begin 

eating. Once they are done eating, students must put their mask back on.  

 Recess: When outdoor recess is announced, students will have the option to go outside and will have 

a staggered release. There will be no outdoor equipment during this time. 
 For recess, students will still need to socially distance themselves from others. Students could possibly 

walk on the track and play games that maintain social distance. 



Flexible Learning Options 

 100% eLearning: This program is run by DCSD staff. For students who chose the 100% online 

option, a group of DCSD teachers will be using a program called Edgenuity as a way for students to 

access the content.  
 This curriculum will cover the same standards, but will differ from Mesa’s curriculum. District 

communication will continue to be shared out about this option.  

Hybrid Notes and Schedules 

Hybrid Model: 
 

There will be two cohorts, A and B:  
 Cohort A: In school learning on Monday and Wednesday, e-Learning on Tuesday, Thursday and 

Friday 

 Cohort B: In school learning on Tuesday and Thursday, e-Learning on Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday 

 In School Learning: Students will follow their normal bell schedule and attend all core and elective 

classes. 

 Fridays will be E-learning days. Students will follow guidance from the teacher during the schedule. 

This may include: virtual teaching, group work, student support, class communication or student 

feedback.  

 Google Classroom will be our learning management system for all classes.  

 Here is a parent guide for Google Classroom: https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-

ultimate-guide-to-google-classroom 

 

Student Orientation Schedule 8/17 - 8/21 

(20% of students each day) 

Students will only attend one day of orientation for this first week and they will be at home the other 

four days. If you live with multiple students with different last names, please pick one of the two assigned 

days for them to both attend.  For Cohorts that begin on 8/24, students in the same household will be assigned 

to the same set of days.  On orientation day, students will run through all of their classes on a normal bell 

schedule. Students will be split up throughout the week by last name shown below: 

 

Mon  Tues Wed Thur Fri 

A - C D - He Hi - Me Mi - Sch Se - Z 
 

 

Hybrid Schedule Starting on 8/24 

(50% of students each day) 

As soon as we know which students will be in the A cohort and B cohort, we will be communicating that out 

to families.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.edgenuity.com/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-google-classroom
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-google-classroom


Resources 

Resources: 

Mesa Middle School Website 

District Road to Return 

DCSD FAQ 
Twitter: @Mesa_middle 

Instagram: Mesa_Middle_School_Colorado 

 

https://mms.dcsdk12.org/
https://www.dcsdk12.org/about/leadership/superintendent/road_to_return_dcsd_2020-2021
https://www.dcsdk12.org/about/leadership/superintendent/road_to_return_dcsd_2020-2021/road_to_return_f_a_qs

